
Model Release - model release 

Detailed information on why a model release is needed, how to fill it out, a sample filled-out 

release, and a universal model release form for all photo banks. 

What is a model release? A model release is an agreement between a photographer and a model 

stating that the photographer has exclusive and full rights to use the photographs taken of the 

model. This means that the photographer can do whatever they want with the photos within the 

bounds of the law, including transferring them to third parties, selling them, and using them for 

advertising purposes. 

Why is a model release needed? A model release is necessary to prevent conflict situations and 

potential claims regarding the use of photographs. For example, you may have photographed a 

woman, verbally agreed that you can use the photo however you want, and placed it in a 

magazine for cosmetics advertising. Suddenly, the woman demands money from you for using 

her photo and threatens to sue if you refuse. To avoid such problems, a model release is signed. 

In which cases is it necessary to fill out a model release? For photo banks, a model release is a 

mandatory attribute for all photographs you sell under a Standard or Extended license and that 

feature recognizable individuals. "Recognizable" means that either the person's face is visible or 

some characteristic features are identifiable, such as tattoos. 

Another interesting point is that if a photographer sells a photograph featuring themselves, they 

need to sign a release with themselves! 

How to correctly fill out a model release? Each photo bank has its own template for a model 

release. However, this does not mean that the photographer and model must sign a separate 

agreement for each photo bank. You can use a universal form that will be accepted everywhere if 

filled out correctly. Proper completion involves having information in all fields of the release 

form printed in English. 

Here is a demo sample of a filled-out model release: 

The form of this release is taken from Lori's photo bank. The choice is justified by the fact that, 

firstly, it contains all the necessary fields, making it suitable for all photo banks. Secondly, it has 

a duplicate in Russian, which allows people who do not speak English to understand its contents. 

From personal experience, I can say that this is really convenient. Therefore, I use this version of 

the release with all models. 

You can download the original form of this model release in PDF format via the link provided 

nearby. 

Workflow with model release for photo banks: 

1. Before photographing people, sign a model release with each of them. 

2. Scan this document and upload it to your computer. 

3. Add a thumbnail of the model's face to this scan in Photoshop or any other graphic editor 

and save it in jpg format. 

4. Upload the final release to the photo bank. This step is often combined with step 5. 

5. Attach the release to all photos featuring the respective model. This option is available in 

your seller's personal account on each photo bank. When submitting new photos for 

review, the necessary model release is selected from the corresponding list. 
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